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private sector, the National Government still
has a commitment, it seems to me, and an
obligation to support adequate research.

The third thing I would like to say is, it
seems to me that we need a much more seri-
ous national effort to focus on what our re-
sponsibilities are in the area of rural develop-
ment in general. I have spent nearly 10 years
seriously working on this issue. A long time
before I ever thought about running for
President, I was worried about the broader
issues of rural development. I headed a com-
mission called the Lower Mississippi Delta
Rural Development Commission several
years ago. And I have worked on this for a
long time. I am convinced there are things
we can do nationally that don’t cost a lot of
money that can help to support a real revolu-
tion in the economic opportunities and the
social stability of rural America.

So I hope if you have ideas on that, you
will bring them out, because even in Iowa,
only one in five rural residents lives on a
farm. We have to think about everyone else.
And we’ll have more people living on a farm
and being able to sustain living on a farm
if there is a more balanced economic envi-
ronment throughout rural America.

So these are the things that we’re inter-
ested in. I’m looking forward to this very
much. I’d like to ask the president of this
fine institution to come up and offer a few
words, and then I would invite Governor
Branstad and Senator Harkin up here. And
then I’d like for our Secretary of Agriculture,
Dan Glickman, to tell you about the hearings,
the town hall meetings he had leading up
to this conference, and then we’ll get right
into the first panel.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:13 a.m. in the
Great Hall of the Memorial Union at Iowa State
University. In his remarks, he referred to Gov.
Terry E. Branstad of Iowa.

Remarks at the Closing Session of
the National Rural Conference in
Ames
April 25, 1995

First of all, let’s give all the panelists a big
hand for all the work—[applause].

I would like again to congratulate the Sec-
retary of Agriculture and the Deputy Sec-
retary and others on the fine work they did
here. I want to thank the President of this
fine university and all the people who have
worked so hard to make this a success.

I want to remind all of you—I think you
can see today that we care a lot about these
issues, and we’re committed to doing some-
thing about them. So if you had ideas that
were not expressed, fill out those forms and
give them to us. They will not just be thrown
away.

Finally, let me thank the State of Iowa,
Senator Harkin, the Governor who is not
here anymore but spent some time with us.
Attorney General Miller was here. And we
have the State treasurer, Mike Fitzgerald,
and the State agriculture commissioner, Dale
Cochran. Thank you all for being here.

Let me close by leaving you with this
thought: The balance of power, political
power in this country has shifted. Never
mind whether you think it’s Republican,
Democrat, liberal, or conservative. It’s basi-
cally shifted to a suburban base. And most
of those folks in the suburbs either once lived
in a city or once lived in the country. But
most—a lot of them are doing reasonably
well in the global economy. And if they
aren’t, the only thing they may think they
need from the Government is help with a
student loan for their kids. And otherwise
they may view anything any public entity
does as doing more harm than good.

What we have seen today on this panel—
and I know, and most of you don’t, but I
know that we had people up here who are
Republicans and people who were Demo-
crats. And I’ll guarantee you’ll listen to this
conversation, you couldn’t tell one from an-
other. Why? Because what works is practical
commitment to partnerships and to solving
problems each as they come up, to develop-
ing the capacities of people, to dealing with
the options that are there, and to going for-
ward.

So we have two problems today in coming
up with good legislation in the farm bill and
in coming up with other approaches that are
appropriate. One is that Washington tends
to be much more ideological and partisan
than main street America, particularly rural
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America. And we need more of main street
up there, not more of what’s up there down
here.

The other is that demographically our
country’s political center has shifted away
from the urban areas and the rural areas into
the suburbs, and a lot of the people who have
to make decisions on these matters, without
regard to their party or their philosophy, have
no direct experience or direct lobbying in the
best sense on these issues.

Therefore, I think what we need—I cannot
tell you how strongly I feel this—is for, in
States like Iowa and every other State here
represented, we need for people of goodwill
to try to get together at the community level,
across party lines, and come up with positions
on these matters that can be communicated
to the Congress because Dick Durbin and
Tom Harkin and Senator Grassley and others
on the Republican side will be trying to craft
legislation that makes sense in some way that
will be much more difficult unless your voice
is heard in partnership, not partisanship, and
the voice from the rural heartland. I implore
you to do that.

Meanwhile, I pledge to you that your day
here has not been wasted. I have learned a
lot, and we will act on what we have learned.

Thank you so very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:47 p.m. in the
Memorial Union at Iowa State University.

Remarks to Students at Iowa State
University in Ames
April 25, 1995

Thank you so much. Thank you, Mr. Vice
President, for your stirring speech. He tells
all those jokes, and then he goes about dis-
proving them with his speech. [Laughter]
Thank you for your service to America. When
the history of our administration is written,
there may be differing opinions about the
quality of the decisions that I have made, but
no one will doubt that the right thing was
done in naming Albert Gore Vice President
and then providing him the opportunity to
be the most influential Vice President in
American history.

I also want to thank my friend Tom Harkin
for being here with me and for what he said

and for his heroic efforts in the United States
Senate on behalf of the people of Iowa and
the people of this country. Whether they are
farmers or people in rural areas, students,
or the disabled, he is always there. I’d also
like to say that I know Tom lived here for
a while with his wonderful wife, Ruth, who
was once the county attorney here in this
county. She is now the head of the Overseas
Private Investment Corporation. And she has
done more to create American jobs by fi-
nancing international trade than any person
who ever held her position. And you can be
proud of her as well.

I want to thank Mayor Curtis for welcom-
ing me here to Ames. I was looking forward
to meeting Mayor Curtis, but to be fair, I’m
such a big basketball fan, I was hoping to
meet the other ‘‘Mayor’’ here as well. If I
could shoot like that, I’d still be in the NBA;
I wouldn’t be up here today. [Laughter] And
thank you, President Jischke, and all of you
at Iowa State for making us feel so welcomed.
I thank the band for playing. And I’m glad
they provided seats for you to see the event.
When I used to play at things like this, they
never gave us a seat, so I’m glad to see your
smiling faces. And thank you, singers, for
singing and for looking so wonderful up
there.

Ladies and gentlemen, we had a wonderful
rural meeting today, and I want to talk a little
bit about that. But before I do, I want to
thank all of you who have come up to me
already today and expressed your sympathy
with and support for the people in Oklahoma
City. There was a sign over there—show me
that sign you all waved. I want everyone to
see that. It says, ‘‘Oklahoma City, Iowa
Cares.’’

You may know that this is National Service
Week in the United States, and today is our
first annual National Day of Service. That’s
why I’m so glad to see all the young
AmeriCorps members here doing their work.

I know that all of you are thinking about
how we can serve and help the people of
Oklahoma City as they work through the next
stages of their tragedy. I can tell you that
when Hillary and I were there on Sunday,
we saw people who had not slept, who were
working heroically, some at considerable risk
to themselves, to try to clean out the last
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